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Introduction:


What does one remember when they think back on their days in high school? The answer for most of us is probably about the same; the daily drawl of walking from class to class, sitting through forty- some minutes of worksheets, overheads, tests, quizzes, etc. The list goes on and on but the moments that are most memorable and most rewarding I am sure are not those which were spent in a desk filling out a worksheet, they are those that are surrounded by something more. Something more than what made up the everyday routine in high school, something extracurricular, something that made you feel important or brought to life whatever it was you were learning out of that so called  “dull, boring textbook”.  These are the moments that make high school worthwhile for our students— the moments in which they are able to collaborate with their community and understand that everything that they learn in the classroom can and will benefit both themselves and others outside of the classroom as well.
 One of the main goals that I had for both myself and my Spanish students when I entered student teaching this semester was, if nothing else, I wanted some of my students to realize, through my own planning and teaching, how many unique opportunities they are capable of attaining. Secondly, the amount of good that they can do in their community simply by speaking a second language. I wanted them to realize that learning Spanish is not really about grammar, tenses, vocabulary, and worksheets. These things may be needed to help you understand, but it is the experience and the opportunity to give back that will serve as the best “learning strategy” and that this experience is what will become a life-long teacher to them. The only way that some students may ever gain a true appreciation for what it is that they learn in the classroom every day is by gaining the opportunity to see the difference that they can make, hands-on. 

When I first heard about the Teach 500 Award at Student Teaching Orientation, I heard the words collaborate and community and it immediately appealed to me. I believe collaboration within the community to be one of the most important pieces in making a language program successful and the best way for students to assess their own knowledge and take pride in all that they have learned. I knew that I wanted to design and implement a lesson plan according to the Teach 500 guidelines and I knew exactly where I wanted to collaborate. The only hitch was that I had to find the right time, the right unit, the right class…I knew that this probably would not happen until I moved to high school in the second half of my student teaching; when my students had higher proficiency in the language and would truly benefit from the immersion. Finally, with the help of an amazing and supportive cooperating teacher and the perfect chapter I was able to start putting my ideas together for the chapter project, and finally start to implement it in the classroom with my level IV Honors students. 
Cariño por la Comunidad:


I titled my project Cariño por la Comunidad which translates to Care for the Community. This project was designed to get my students involved with organizations outside of school and offer them the opportunity to volunteer their time and Spanish ability through the local organization. During college, I served as a volunteer to the West Chester Area Food Cupboard. I was introduced to the cupboard during one of my Spanish classes here at West Chester, as part of community service hours required for the class. I truly loved spending time there and continued to volunteer, as time allowed, after the class was over. The food cupboard offers underprivileged families in the area an opportunity to collect food free of charge depending on family size and qualifications. The cupboard does receive government-funded products but a large majority of the food and household items that they offer their clients are charitably donated. I volunteered at the cupboard as a translator for Spanish-speaking clients who often times struggled with completing the paperwork or understanding exactly what they were allowed to take with them due to the language barrier. I found my experience at the cupboard to be very rewarding and wanted to find a way that I could give this experience to my students as well. 
 .
I was very excited when my cooperating teacher and I came across the perfect chapter to use for my project. I could not believe how perfectly this chapter fit into what I had in mind for the project. I wanted to implement the project using this chapter, but first we had to receive permission from the district director for foreign language, as this chapter is not usually taught until around February. We received permission to continue a bit out of order and the director even asked to come in to see one of my lessons. He also informed us to let him know when we would be taking part in the service projects in class so that the district publicist could come in to photograph the kids! The chapter is entitled “Pensemos en los demás” which translates to “Thinking of others” in English and the vocabulary focuses on community service, conservation and collaboration. Some examples include vocabulary for conserve more, consume less, to volunteer, to take care of, to donate, to educate the public, soup kitchen, poverty and social service just to name a few. These were all perfect for my project. During the project, which is still talking place and will probably not culminate until close to the end of my student teaching placement, the students are and will continue to be working closely with the food cupboard, using me as their primary liaison in order to complete service projects for the cupboard. We have already started preparing for our first service projects and our goal is to deliver all of the donated goods by the second week of December. 
The students are currently completing posters in Spanish to advertise for volunteers for the cupboard and for food drives, toy drives, donations, etc. These posters may or may not actually be used by the cupboard but we will include them with the donations. One of the main grammar points for this unit was on commands, so the students will be practicing what they have learned about forming commands in Spanish with their new vocabulary in order to complete the posters. The cupboard is always short on toiletries and personal care items and when I met with Connie, our go-to girl for all things cupboard oriented, she mentioned that this was something that the cupboard could really use. She also mentioned that they receive a lot of staples and that “extras” are always appreciated by clients as well. “Extras” may include items such as baking goods and condiments. In order to meet both of these demands, we are creating care packages. The students are creating small personal item care packages for both men and women that may include items such as soap, body wash, shampoo, razors, deodorant, etc. They are also creating cookie packages which will include a cookie cutter and enough ingredients to make a batch of Christmas cookies and of course a recipe, written in Spanish by the students. Other students are collecting small toys for a mini toy drive—it may be something as simple as a teddy bear, matchbox cars or a Barbie, but there are many, many families with multiple children and Christmas time is hard for them because there is simply no extra money for toys for their children. I have seen first-hand that even the smallest toy or stuffed animal can bring a mile-wide smile to the face of one of these children. 

On top of the service projects that we are completing in class, many of the students have provided interest in volunteering their own time at the cupboard outside of school. After Thanksgiving break, I will be taking a small group of students with me to the cupboard after school and possibly on Saturday morning to volunteer at the cupboard. The holiday season is possibly the busiest time for the food cupboard and they are so appreciative of the time and donations that we are giving to them. I cannot wait to see the reaction of the students after they have spent a few hours of their time with the clients. It is such a rewarding thing; not only do you realize that you have helped someone else and put a smile on their face just by speaking with them and giving them food to put on their table, but you are also able to see how much you are truly capable of in your own language proficiency. It is hard to assess how much you are truly capable of until you put the language into practice and it is in that moment that students tend to have that “ah-ha” moment or at least I myself did. It is then that you think to yourself “Oh, so this is why I learn everything that I learn in class”. The only reason that we learn at all is to better ourselves and become more eager and informed citizens. This experience truly shows you how much you can do without even using Spanish at such an advanced level—the students have obtained a level of Spanish proficiency above and beyond that of which they need to help. As far as assessment, what better way to personally assess your knowledge than to put yourself out there and just run with it? Cliché as it seems, it is true that just like you will never know if a kite flies until you run with it, you will never know what you are truly capable of in life until you reach out and put yourself out there. 
School District Curricula


Although the class is going a bit out of order than the other level IV students in the district, we have received professional permission and the students will still cover all of the required information by the end of the school year. The project follows along with the book “En Español” in which we are completing Unidad 2 (Unit 2), Etapa 1 (Chapter 1).  All vocabulary and grammar points for this chapter are covered during the project. These include command forms and the conditional tense. 

ACTFL Standards


All lesson plans and projects must coincide with the standards provided to foreign language teachers by ACTFL (The American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages). Cariño por la Comunidad follows the following standards:
COMMUNICATION: Communicate in Languages Other Than English 

Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions and Exchange opinions.

Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics 
CULTURES: Gain Knowledge and Understanding of Other Cultures 

Standard 2.2: Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices and perspectives of the culture studied.

COMPARISONS: Develop insight into the Nature of Language and Culture 
Standard 4.2: Students demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of the cultures of the language studied and their own

COMMUNITIES: 

Participate in Multilingual Communities at Home and Around the World


Standard 5.1: 

Students use the language both within and beyond the school setting 

Standard 5.2: 

Students show evidence of becoming life-long learners by using the language for personal enjoyment and enrichment.
Once the chapter has been finished completely and the project has culminated, students will receive grades on their participation in the project as well as a grade for all of the required material (worksheets and class work) that were completed throughout the project as well. I have been and will continue to monitor student accuracy and progress during the project. All completed items that are ready for donation MUST be shown to me and checked over before they officially become donated items. All of the students’ written work for the donations will be checked for accuracy and completion and they will receive a grade for this as well. 

This project has shown me that collaboration and using community resources to your advantage, as a teacher can be worthwhile not only for the teacher, but the students as well. Projects such as the one that I have implemented in my own classroom display for the students all that they are capable of after participating in class and remaining dedicated Spanish students. It also allows them to take ownership of their hard work and be filled with pride that they were able to help others in such a huge way simply by using what they learn in class every single day. 


I hope to include collaboration and communicative based instruction in my future ideas and lesson planning as I prepare to enter the work force as a new teacher after graduation. I believe that this form if instruction is imperative in creating a classroom and students who are excited about the curriculum and willing to learn. As I stated before, there is nothing more rewarding than seeing your hard work pay off and that is exactly what happens in a communicative language classroom with the help of a collaborative community based lesson. Of course the traditional aspects are still necessary at points to get the students where they need to be in order to perform projects such as these, but the reward of personal pride is well worth a few grammar lessons! My hope that is after this project is complete; my students will still be interested in sharing their time with the Hispanic community in their area. If even one or two students become regular volunteers at the cupboard, I have accomplished my mission and more! 
