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“Phoenixville High School French Classes Pastry Menu”
Our French 2 classes created a French pastry menu for a local bakery. It was a culminating activity at the end of a unit where students learned about French specialty food shops and how to read menus and order food in those shops.  
The project was multilayered and met students’ needs through different means.  Students were grouped by one strong student, two average students and one student who needed extra support.  In this setting high achievers learn by assisting and the others learn from their peers. The questions which needed to be answered for the project ranged from; “describe how to make the pastry” to “use a complementing expression to describe the pastry”; the former answer being a simplified recipe and the latter being an expression such as “C’est délicieux!” The students’ needs were also met in the fact that the project was interesting. Not only did this project appease their taste buds but it also was geared toward the students having a sense of pride and excitement of a local business featuring something they had created.  
The project incorporated available resources and community assets in several ways. First, and foremost the collaboration with the local bakery, Eliza’s, was at the heart of the project. The owner Laura Jenkins will be adding the students’ pastry menu with descriptions in French and English to her website as well as baking pastries for the fundraiser which has been attached to this project.  I also used the Phoenixville High School library and the Chester Country library for all the pastry books that the students used in doing their research. 
Phoenixville school district curriculum has a strong focus on improving students’ writing and thinking skills through the Collin’s Writing Program. This project qualified as a writing type 2-5: in that the students responded to a question correctly (describe the pastry), it was peer edited, edited by the teachers and now is being published. 
World language standards are only proposed for the state of Pennsylvania so language teachers use the national ACTFL 5C’s. The project aligns with the following standards: Communications 1.1; during the course of this unit the students engaged in conversations such as how to buy food from a vendor and how to refuse, accept and complement food.  Cultures 2.1, 2.2; Here students demonstrated an understanding of the relationship between French culture surrounding food and why these are important to the French people themselves. Connections 3.1; Students used their French food vocabulary to reinforce basic nutrition concepts learned in health such as the food groups. I felt this was particularly important to talk about because the main project surrounded a high calorie dessert and I saw the need to reinforce healthy eating habits. Comparisons 4.1; students discussed interesting linguistic points such as why the French refer to breakfast as “le petit dejeuner” or the small lunch. When you think of how the largest meal in France is lunch this makes sense whereas in the United States the largest meal is dinner.  Finally, communities 5.1; the menu which has been created in both English and French will be shared with the community through Eliza’s Bakery website and the menu going home to the parents. 

The project encouraged collaboration between the French classes and a local small business because both will benefit greatly. The students have a sense of ownership and accomplishment in the community and the business gains the sales connections through our fundraiser.  I also collaborated with a health teacher, Mrs. Michele Dunleavy, on the nutrition piece of the project.  Finally, collaboration with parents will help make the pastry sale fundraiser a success.
The success of the project was assessed in several ways. First through the finished writing by the students; they researched an interesting fact, the ingredients and how to make a pastry. They then wrote this in French and finished the writing piece with an expression for complementing.  Also formative assessments occurred throughout the lesson such as students working collaboratively in groups, and the student participation in the nutrition game. 
I have learned that evaluation of student needs is a continual and ever evolving process. During the activity I would notice areas that needed further explanation or guidance or individual students who needed further scaffolding.  I would address these situations and assess. This process repeated itself several times and I believe this should always be occurring. 
In evaluating my resources I learned to never think too “big”. For example, I did not expect the bakery owner to be so interested in having the students’ menu on her website. This showed me that it never hurts to ask a member of the community to build a relationship with their local school. I will not hesitate in the future if I see a potential beneficial community connection. I also learned how wonderful of a resource the Chester County Library System is. Having not grown up in this area I had not been to the local library and I was so pleased with all they had to offer. I will surely be using their resources often throughout my teaching career. 
I loved collaborating with the local bakery as well as with the health teacher. The bakery connection was very exciting and fun. I learned how natural it can be for the community to collaborate with their local schools. Also when working with the health teacher I learned that I can connect French to other subjects to reinforce learning for both subjects.  Making these connections with the students helps make new memory connections and they see more of a connection of the world language with their daily lives. 
The final written assessment taught me that the students, especially at the French 2 level, need very detailed instruction with big projects and details as to how they are to apply what they have been learning in the unit directly to the project. I also learned from the students themselves in that some of their responses on the written assessment showed connections to the unit that I had not thought of. Next time I will explicitly include those connections in the instructions so that all students benefit from applying that aspect of the unit.  My formative assessments throughout the project showed me how important detailed, well researched planning is to successfully implementing a multifaceted project. 
