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The project that I developed for the Student Teacher Educator 500 includes a series of music lesson plans that explore various cultures while addressing school curriculum, community differences in students’ cultural backgrounds, musical concepts, and also the main purpose of music classes in schools; to grow good people.  My project includes several different lesson plans that explore the music, language, and heritages of multiple cultures from different continents across the globe.  The cultures that were incorporated as part my project during my time at Sugartown Elementary School included cultures of Africa, Spain, Latin America, and America.  

My cross- cultural lesson plan series addressed student needs in several ways; it addressed cultural differences between students, their desire to play music, to have fun in school, their need to learn, and also their need to understand and respect the cultures that surround them daily inside the classroom and out.  Within the series of lesson plans that I developed, students explored several cultures including African, Spanish/Latino, and American.  The lesson plans developed also explored different continents that the students were learning about in their social studies classes.  Students were also exposed to the music and traditions of foreign cultures.  These multi- cultural lessons incorporated many of the resources available to me at Sugartown Elementary School including many of the instruments and technologies that the school owns.  In many of the lessons, I utilized many of the Orff instruments (i.e. hand drums, rhythm sticks, maracas, tambourines and the keyboard mallet instruments) as well as the SmartBoard, audio equipment, and various internet resources. 

The project that I implemented at Sugartown Elementary School aligned with district curricula and the state standards in several ways.  In regard to the district curricula, I aligned my project with and chose concepts from the curriculum chart provided to me by the school.  Within my various lessons, I presented concepts that were part of the 3rd grade concept chart in order to address school curricula.  In regard to state standards, all of my lessons, including those not part of this particular project, met the state standards for music education.  The concepts of my lesson plans taken from the school curricula of Sugartown Elementary School directly aligned with the Academic Standards for the Arts and Humanities.  Within my lessons, students studied various concepts relating to PA Standards 9.1 through 9.4.  Students explored the concepts of pitch, duration, timbre, the cultural context of music and composers, music history (in relation to the composers), fundamental analysis of music through listening, and also how to think critically about music outside of basic descriptive thought.  They instead now have begun to think like, “…that makes me think of someone running because the tempo is very quick and there are many short notes being played.”  My project directly aligned with the school curricula of Sugartown, and it also directly addressed the PA State Academic Standards for the Arts.

This particular project encouraged collaboration with other subject area teachers as the multi- cultural nature of it allowed for students to make connections with other subject areas.  The teachers that I spoke to or made contact with included the art teacher and the social studies teachers.  When speaking to both the social studies teachers as well as the art teacher, I learned that one of the common grounds being shared between the two was the study of the continents.  In social studies, the students were studying the continents, and in art, the students were to start an African sculpting project.  Because both of these subject areas were exploring other cultures, I chose to incorporate lesson plans that explored various continents and cultures.  In collaborating with other teachers, I had the opportunity to see what exactly was happening in surrounding classrooms to better mold my lesson plans to suit the school needs, curricular needs, and student needs.  I assessed the success of my project based on the student responses to the various lesson plans presented in class.  The multicultural lesson plans that I taught were all for third grade.  I chose to introduce multicultural lesson plans to third grade because this age group of students is at a transitional period of their lives during elementary school.  Third graders are at an age where they begin to identify their own mindsets.  In elementary school, it is important to instill values that recognize and accept the cultural groups surrounding students.  Because of this transitional point in their lives, I came to the conclusion that it would be most effective to explore and discuss different cultures.  Just as different cultures were explored, different composers were presented that related to the culture of the week.  For example, during the week of the Spanish/Latino lesson plan, I shared with the students information about Spanish composer Isaac Albeniz.  The composer of the week introduction to each culture really helped direct each class.  All of the classes that I taught each of my multicultural lesson plans responded very well to the plans.  Some classes struggled with given lessons because of behavior issues, but the interest level was always very high. 

One of the most obvious signs of success that showed that an impression was made on students was when personal connections were made to the lessons during class.  Sugartown Elementary School has a high population of ESL (English as a second language) students.  One of the first Spanish lessons that I taught to a class connected to several of the ESL students in the class.  The students excitedly raised their hands to say, “I know Spanish!” or, “I was born in Mexico!”  When these students made personal connections to the speech pattern that was completely in Spanish, I felt as though the objectives of the beginning of my project had begun to be accomplished.  Many of the Spanish speaking students in all of the third grade classes thanked me for teaching them after presenting a Spanish lesson plan to each of their classes.  The second sign of success involved American students’ interest in the foreign lesson plans that were being presented to them.  The American and primarily English speaking students had a significant amount of questions about the cultures that the lesson plans related to and were overtly interested and excited about the activities planned for each class.  The overall success of my project at Sugartown Elementary was based on student reaction.  Because of the excitement generated in each class from the multicultural lesson plans was present, I came to the conclusion that my goals to reach out to those cultures typically ignored in the regular school day were achieved.


After teaching several lesson plans designed by myself, I learned a great deal about adapting my lessons “on the fly” to meet student needs.  In planning my lessons, a careful step- by- step process is written out that outlines the overall structure for each class period.  Because each class of students is different, a teacher cannot expect their lesson plan to be an exact mold for what every class will be like.  Some classes may need more repetitions of a folk song before they understand it while other classes may need more repetition on how to read a certain rhythm.  Every group is different, and as a reflective practitioner, I have learned that evaluation of student needs must occur within every single moment of every single class period in order to keep student interest and understanding at a high level.  While creating an educational multicultural project that I implemented at Sugartown Elementary during my student teaching placement, I also learned a great deal about collaboration with fellow teachers.  My cooperating teacher, Scott Walter, was a catalyst in the whole project because he allowed me to take my idea, choose the concepts to be taught, develop the plans and finally, he allowed me to implement my project in the classroom.  Scott was always willing to answer any questions that I had about working with other teachers, and he also aided in my collaboration with other teachers.  In working with and speaking with other teachers, I learned a great deal about teaching, how to design successful lesson plans, how to address the different types of learners in a classroom setting, and most importantly, how to address and successfully teach students of all different backgrounds and cultures in a way that can interest and excite everyone.


Based on my experiences with the students after assessing the success of introducing multicultural lesson plans into a curriculum, I have determined that the inclusion of various cultural elements into any given lesson plan is important.  Teaching students about a wide variety of cultures exposes them to worlds completely different than their own; to accept the uniqueness of each individual culture, and it also allows them to explore music that they may never have known before.  In planning for future classes taught at any age level, I will utilize the resources that I have available to me, and I will teach and expose students to world music.  As people we must live in and understand the world around us and be willing to explore and appreciate the differences that surround us daily.
