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“The Spaces Between Your Fingers Time Capsule”
The project that I have implemented at Mary C. Howse Elementary School (MCH) is called “The Spaces Between Your Fingers Time Capsule”. “The Spaces Between Your Fingers” is a project created by a friend of mine named Matt Smith.  Matt and his grandfather were very close and took frequent walks where they would talk about everything.  Matt’s grandfather imparted a great deal of wisdom to him. When his grandfather was diagnosed with and ultimately passed away from Alzheimer’s disease, Matt was determined to keep his grandfather’s legacy going. This project was created to help spread awareness of the disease.  Matt is writing a book entitled “The Spaces Between Your Fingers” about a grandfather and grandson and the relationship between the two.  
In 2010, Matt emptied his life savings and bought 3000 postcards and 3000 stamps and hit the road.  He traveled all over the country and asked people to do this simple task. Matt requested the people he met to: 

“Imagine you are placing your hand into wet cement, trace your handprint. In or around the handprint, write a postcard message to a stranger. It should be addressed to someone in the future who finds his/herself in a specific “life situation” that you have already been through. Try to zero in on a specific moment in time. Imagine you could deliver a secret message to yourself at the bus stop before your first day of school, fixing your hair at the mirror before your first date, wringing your hands in a doctor’s waiting room, negotiating to buy a house or a car, dancing at your wedding reception…the situations are endless. What do you wish you knew? If you want to tell a little story, or give a little context, definitely go for it.  It doesn’t have to be formal; it is a postcard, after all. Decorate!!!!” (Smith, 2009)
The postcards were then sent back to Matt where he put some of them on his website or into his yet to be published book. 
My plan is to implement this project in my second grade class and hopefully other classes in MCH.  The students will be asked to write to a second grader on their first day of school.  Additionally, parents of the students will be asked to do the same thing but they will be writing to the parent of a new second grader on the first day of school.  These postcards will be kept by the second grade teacher and any other classroom teachers participating. The postcards will then be distributed to next year’s second graders and their parents on the first day of school! I am hoping this project would be picked up by every grade in the school.
This project addresses students’ needs by giving students a voice and allowing them to share a bit of advice they have and put it on paper to share with someone in their place next year.  This also is a great opportunity for a student next year who is worried, nervous, scared and experiencing every other feeling that one might feel on the first day of second grade to gain some piece of mind.  When a student sees that another student has gone through what they have and has something to share it will serve to ease the transition to second grade.  
The project incorporated available resources by using card stock and other supplies available at the school.  The teachers, parents and students are the most important resources since they are the one’s facilitating the whole project.  This project supports the curriculum and state standards by not only incorporating writing and art but also the use of higher level thinking skills to take the time to consider an important message.  The project encourages collaboration by having students and their parents, via pen and paper, “speak” to another student and parent.  Having the whole grade level and their parents participate will encourage collaboration between the students, their parents, and their teachers.  This project is also a great way to help spread Alzheimer's awareness in the community and school.  In the process of working on this program I will briefly discuss Alzheimer’s disease and the need for a cure with students.  

After completing this project in my second grade classroom I felt it was a tremendous success.  I received an overwhelming response from the parents, 75% of the class parents participated.  As for the postcards themselves, the finished products were absolutely brilliant.  The messages from the students and parents were exactly what I was looking for in this project.  The messages that will be given to students and parents next year are heartfelt, funny and meaningful.  The illustrations by several of the parents and all of the students were exceptional. The children are also now familiar with Alzheimer’s disease, which a goal of the project.  By spreading awareness of this disease to a younger generation even more people will know about it and hopefully want to help.
In the process of teaching this in my classroom, the other three second grade teachers asked to have this done in their classes as well.  This has given me the chance to see how different students complete different projects and lessons.  This allowed me to step back and think about whom these students are and what they did and did not understand about my project.  In working with the students and their parents I have learned that it’s necessary to provide clear directions to all participants.  I was thrilled to learn through this project all the available resources in my school and parent community.  I had many teachers and student teachers that were willing to help put the project together, as well as several specialists who wanted to come see the project in action.  In deciding to implement this project I was hesitant about reaching out to the parents.  Fortunately, the parents were happy to help out and participate in this project.

Through this project I have learned that reaching out to parents is never a bad idea.  As I said before I was not expecting a great deal of positive reaction from the parents but the response was overwhelming.  The parents participated and gave back some great postcards.  I also learned that in a school a teacher is never alone.  I collaborated with many of the teachers and administrator to get this project going and all were happy to help with anything I needed.  Throughout my whole project I was met with a constant support system and unwavering desire to help.
Hopefully my project will help teachers and student teacher alike hesitate less when it comes to reaching out to parents.  In my experience, asking for parent participation and help can be a very difficult and stressful thing.  I hope that in the future teachers and student teachers can look to this project to establish a lasting connection with classroom parents.  Once the connection between home and school has been made, be it by a teacher, student or parent, all parties involved benefit.  Through this project, which can be done at the beginning of the school year, the teacher invites parents to collaborate with the class and includes them in their child’s learning experience.  This project provides a way for a teacher to reach out to parents and includes them in future activities.   
I assessed this project by looking at the end result. The students and parents now know a little about Alzheimer’s disease and the need to find a cure. In terms of student and parent work, I was given exactly what I asked for, beautiful postcards with great messages for future members of the second grade community at MCH.  The relationship between school and home has been strengthened in the eyes of the students, parents and teachers.  Most importantly, the second graders had a lot of fun completing this project.  
