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“Link” (After School Reading Club)
The name of my 3E project is Link because its goal is to provide a link between the home and the school. Link is a, once a week, after school reading club. The club is Monday’s from 5:00-6:00pm. It is for children and their parents. Each session, I read a storybook to and after, we do a craft activity. Each craft has a reading strategy built into it that parents can use at home with their children. The strategies modeled for the parents each week are as follows:

Session #1: Questioning to monitor comprehension

Session #2: Reading fluency

Session #3: Predicting, questioning, summarizing, and clarifying. 

Session #4: Comparing and Contrasting

Address student needs

This Reading Club addresses student needs by encouraging reading. Through my student teacher experience thus far, I have found that the children in the first grade struggle with reading. Many students are below grade level in reading. If parents can learn various ways to work with their child at home then the child is more likely to grow academically. 

Incorporate available resources or community assets

The main community assets that my project incorporates are the parents. Parent involvement is a key factor in this reading club. I have formed this club around the parent involvement so that they can then help their child to improve in reading through the various strategies that I provide them with. The child benefits from their parent being present in this club and learning first hand the strategies they can implement at home. 

Support curricula and standards

My project directly supports the reading curriculum followed by the school. Whitehall uses a program called Story Town. Story Town incorporates reading fluency in each day’s lesson. The curriculum also provides questions to monitor comprehension, from knowledge level working up to high-level thinking. 

A recent development to the curriculum is reciprocal teaching. Within reciprocal teaching is what they call the “Fab Four.” The “Fab Four” include predicting, questioning, summarizing, and clarifying. The administration is stressing that teachers model these four strategies during any reading. Research shows that children will reach higher achievement levels if they use these four strategies while reading. 

This project supports the common core standards for first grade. Three of the major common core reading standards being addressed in my project are:  Key Ideas and Details, Integration of Knowledge and Ideas and Fluency. Involving strategies that meet these standards will benefit the child when they take the test for measuring each of those standards. 

Encourage collaboration between teachers/ parents

This project encourages collaboration between parents and the school. At Whitehall Elementary School, there is very little parent involvement. My club invites parents to get involved and encourages them to get involved in their child’s education. Within every craft each week, a reading strategy is built into it. The issue with the parents is not always that they do not care about their child’s education, but they lack the knowledge of what to do at home with their child.  With this club providing parents with a different reading strategy every week, they will be able to work with their child at home. 
How do you assess the success?

The main goal of my project is to create a link between the child, the school and the home. Currently, the home link is missing. I will assess my project based on feedback. The main way I will assess is feedback. I want to know from the parents if the strategies I am providing, are being used at home. I want to hear from them if they are implementing these strategies with their child. Every week I will ask who has used last week’s strategy and how they felt about it. 

I will also assess later on in the school year. Even though my project will be over, the point is to have a lasting effect. I will contact my cooperating teacher to possibly let me know if the students are still reading at home with their parents. 

Reflection:

Learned about evaluating community resources.
Throughout the planning of this project I have learned a great deal about evaluating needs and resources. My idea to have a club where parents and students participate, originally involved more than the seven responses I received. I have come to find that before I plan anything, I need to research the community that my school serves. Parent involvement is very low at this school and I was provided with warning that I might not get the feedback I hoped for. That proved true, but it was learning process for me. Providing the opportunity for the seven students and their parents (fourteen total) to further their knowledge of reading and strategies is worth implementing this club. 

Through the process of planning, I met with some administration that informed me parents would benefit from not only reading, but taking home strategies and skills from the club. I discovered that part of meeting the needs of my students is meeting the needs of their parents. I changed my original idea of just having a reading club to what is became; reading a story book, doing a craft and practicing a strategy that can be used at home. 
Learned about collaboration.
Collaboration is a key factor in my Link. Not only collaboration between parents and myself but between faculty and myself. This club would not be possible if the parents were not willing to participate. I am learning that collaboration is with parents is vital for any part a of child’s education.  

The administration and faculty were very helpful in this project. First I discussed it with my cooperating teacher; she provided great feedback and led me in the proper direction to get started. I met with the principle, which provided me with further knowledge of the community I serve and the needs of the parents. 

This is a heavily Hispanic community, of which many parents speak Spanish only. I tried to work with the teachers who could translate; however that did not work out. I needed to try another route. I will be working with the librarian to possibly get some book sin Spanish that the parents can follow along with my English version. This was a way of collaborating to meet the needs of everyone involved. 

When other teaches learned of Link, my after school reading club, they were very quick to get involved. Many offered to help me with it and thought it was a great opportunity for the families. I will be having a different faculty member with me every week. 

This project has taught me that without the collaboration of colleagues and community, it is very hard to accomplish anything to the best of its ability. I have been lucky to be a part of a school community that is very collaborative and eager to help. While the parent’s collaboration did not meet my original expectations, I am happy to begin Link with the group of students and their parents who were interested. 

Assessment inform future ideas and planning.

The first session is November 21, 2011 from 5:00-6:00pm. There will be three more sessions after the first every Monday. Through the planning of my 3E project, I foresee Link being a successful project. With that forsight in mind, I would like to continue to plan events for parents and children together. The next event that I plan, I will make sure to thougroughly research the community served prior to planning anything. If I assess this project and it proves successful, I would plan to implement it in any school I am in. I will also share the idea with fellow teachers, so that they can implement it where they are. The link between school and home is a valuable one that my 3E project reflects. 
