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“Franklin’s Giving Tree”
Project Description 
1. What was the project? 

Project Name: Franklin’s Giving Tree 

The project was implemented in an effort to connect to our Language Arts Heroes Unit a literature lesson and to inspire students to recognize the importance of giving and the impact that it can have on an entire community.  We launched the project by reading The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein.  We discussed the story and how students felt when they received a gift.  Students then wrote about a gift they gave someone and how it made them feel.  We also brainstormed things that can be given for free such as smiles and friendship.  Students chose from the list and wrote it on their leaf art and decorated it.  We then hung them up on the giving tree in the lobby.  Finally, we told the students about the school-wide donation drive for the Salvation Army.  We discussed the types of services that the Salvation army provides and how the entire school can help families in need this holiday season.  We told the students we would be collecting hats, mittens, gloves and canned goods.  The hats, mittens and gloves would be hung on a second tree in the lobby and the canned goods will be placed under the tree.  The students were excited about the project and having their work displayed in the lobby.  Donations will be accepted from 11-1-11 to 12-9-11.  The project is meant to incorporate literature and inspire students to recognize the importance of giving and how it can affect one another.
2. How did the project address student needs?

The project addressed students’ needs by allowing all students to participate depending on what they could give whether it was a canned good, mittens or friendship.  Many of our students have spent time at the Salvation Army with their families in times of need.
  

3. How did the project incorporate available resources and/or community assets?

We found resources through faculty members, the resource room, and the library.  We also sent for three hundred flyers from the copy center to send out every Friday.
4. How did the project support school district curricula and state standards?

Through our lesson we covered numerous PA Standards including;

1.3 Read, Analyze, and Interpret Literature

1.4 Write for different purposes.

1.5 Produce quality writing. 

1.6 Speaking and Listening.
5. How did the project encourage collaboration? (Collaboration might be with other teachers, with parents, with the community, and/or with outside agencies.) 

Throughout this project we have collaborated with staff members, family members, the Pottstown High School Broadcasting Team, and the Salvation Army.  The staff members at Franklin Elementary have been extremely supportive and engaged in this activity. They have taken part in the leaf and writing activities and have made every effort to participate and involve the students in this ongoing project. With other classroom teachers’ support and engagement we have been able to share our efforts with a display in the lobby. Displayed are the donations, the decorated leaves, and student’s writing projects. The lobby display shows a great sense of unity in our school through this project.  The Pottstown High School Broadcasting Team has interviewed us and will be broadcasting the information about our collection drive for the Salvation Army on our local radio station.  Parents have begun lending a helping hand and supporting Franklin Elementary School’s effort to help families in need, by donating hats, mittens, and canned goods to our school collection drive.  The school district is always looking for ways to reach out to the community, so we plan to see if we can expand our donation drive to area businesses, if possible.
6. How did you assess the success of your project? 
We were able to assess the success of our lesson based on our students writing, leaf art and commitment for the project.  The school-wide effort is apparent in the amount of participation from all the different grades.  We continue to add new leaf art and writings to the display in the lobby and our giving tree is filling up with donations.  We still have a few weeks to go, but we both feel the project was a success and exceeded our expectations.
Project Reflection:
7. What have you learned about evaluating needs and resources?

We have learned that it is not necessary to spend massive amounts of money to coordinate a school-wide project.  We learned how to find resources throughout our school and community. Just by sharing our ideas and efforts, people began sharing and introducing us to the options and resources that would make this project possible.  The Pottstown broadcasting team interviewed us about the project and are broadcasting the details every Friday on our local radio station.  We also go on our broadcasted morning announcements to remind everyone of our school-wide donation effort.
8. What have you learned about collaboration?

We have learned just how important collaboration is when we were putting this project together.  We started with our co-op teachers, the principle, the art teacher, janitor and all the other teachers in the building who helped us implement our project.  
9. How might your assessment inform future ideas and/or planning?

Our assessment will help us develop future projects by looking at the level of participation.  We have found that if we were willing to work hard people were willing to help us succeed in our project.

