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Winning Innovations –   WCU’s Student Teacher Educator 500 Award

Every semester highly innovative and entrepreneurial West Chester University student teachers have the opportunity to compete with their peers for the title of Student Teacher Educator 500.  At student Teacher orientation they are introduced to this award and encouraged to apply.  They are invited to enter a learning project they have, alone or on a team, originated or helped to implement.  In addition to describing project activities, the application requires them to explain how their project met identified student needs, integrated school district curriculum and state standards, involved collaboration within and outside the school, utilized resources well, and assessed learning outcomes.  Reflective statements are also an important component of the application. 

The Student Teacher Educator 500 Award was established in 2006 through gifts from the founders and friends of the Institute for Educational Excellence and Entrepreneurship (3E Institute) of the College of Education.  Since then 26 awards have been made.  It is a great honor and accomplishment to win this competition.   Winning projects have covered a wide variety of topics:

	STUDENT TEACHER NAME
	SEMESTER AWARD WAS RECEIVED
	STUDENT TEACHING SCHOOL ASSIGNMENT
	TITLE OF PROJECT

	Jensin Jose, Christina Rewkowski & Megan Glod-Wetzel
	Fall 2011
	Exton Elementary & Westtown-Thornbury Elementary
	Literacy Rx

	Jessica Dunbar
	Fall 2011
	East Ward Elementary 
	Intergenerational Connections:  “Senior Friends”

	Katherine Prammer
	Spring 2011
	Oxford Area High School
	Oxford Area High School Chemistry and the Community

	Alexandra Smith
	Spring 2011
	Marlborough Elementary
	Once Upon A Mystery

	Monica Simpson
	Fall 2010
	Mary C. Howse Elementary
	Homework Help! Night

	Melonie Kaczynski
	Fall 2010
	Media Elementary
	The Walker Report and Community Day

	Caitlin McEnroe
	Spring 2010
	General Wayne Elementary
	My Healthy Self

	Alison Edwards
	Fall 2009
	North Coventry Elementary
	Astronomy Night

	Meredith Mayton
	Spring 2009
	East Coventry Elementary
	Kindergarten Science Explorers

	Caitlin Kelley
	Spring 2009
	Hillsdale Elementary
	U. S. Citizens

	Nicholas Raftas
	Fall 2008
	Octorara Middle School
	Inquiry Based Learning through Web Quest Live Text

	Laura Pillard
	Fall 2008
	Norwood Elementary
	Therapeutic Animals Literacy Program

	Sara Sharp
George Weinhardt
	Spring 2008
	Hillendale Elementary
	Hillendale Habitat

	Dana DeRites
Kaitlin Franzosa
Jackie Martin
Megan Palladino
Nichole Stevenson
	Fall 2007
	Upper Darby Kindergarten Center
	Open House Parent Workshop

	Lynne Zane
	Spring 2007
	Hillsdale Elementary
	Making Healthy Food Choices

	Erika Heiduk
	Spring 2007
	Penn Wood Elementary
	Science Learning Experiences

	Andrea Stevens
	Fall 2006
	Spring-Ford Intermediate
	Unit Plan-Classification of Living Things

	Rachelle Olenic
	Spring 2006
	E.N. Peirce Middle School
	Participation in WCASD's Adopt-A-Family Program

	Julia Klein
	Spring 2006
	Drexel Hill Middle School
	Tuck Everlasting Literature Circles & Time Capsule Culminating Activity


For those who did not win the prize, there is the reward of completing a well-planned and engaging project, which generally receives many thanks from children, parents and school community involved.  In addition to the sense of personal accomplishment, the project is an important, impressive addition to a Student Teacher portfolio when the novice teacher goes job hunting.  Each applicant who submits a complete application according to the competition guidelines also receives from the 3E Institute a Certificate of Achievement signed by the Dean of the College of Education.
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